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Knowing and Trusting the Name Above All Names 
 

Those who know Your name will put their trust in You, for You, O LORD, have not 

abandoned those who seek You. 

Those ancient words still ring true. This truth was expressed by David 

and preserved for us in Psalm 9:10. If no other Scripture addressed 

the value of knowing God’s name, this one verse is reason enough to 

explore how our Father has revealed Himself to us. But rest assured, 

there are other verses that point us in this direction! 

From my perspective as a writer, pastor, and mission leader there is 

another idea that comes into view. My time and energy is poured 

into quite a few things. But there is a common thread that runs 

through all of it. That thread is Equipping For Life. It’s the essence of 

this ministry. 

By studying and teaching the Word, I am able to equip believers for 

their roles and work in God’s Kingdom. And just to be clear, that isn’t something I came up with on my own. It’s 

a divine instruction for those God calls to be pastors and teachers (see Ephesians 4:12-13). 

That is my general intention in this book. More specifically, my goal is for you to be enlightened and encouraged 

by what you find here. And if that goal is met, then we both benefit. I will have done my job and you will be 

better equipped to trust and follow the One Who will never abandon you. So, let’s take a look at our Father’s 

names! 

Deity’s Name - It Isn't Generic 

Names have significance. That is especially true in the Bible. Names distinguish one person from another. But 

what do we most often call our Heavenly Father? We call Him God. You’ve probably never considered it in the 

terms I am about to unfold. But that practice isn’t doing us, or Him, any favors! We need to learn proper names. 

And I know the Why? is already on your mind. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/psa/9/10/s_487010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/eph/4/12-13/s_1101012
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My wife and I grew up together. We were in the same class at school. When we began to date I learned some 

things about her family. Like many others, they had a family dog. What was the dog’s name? They called him 

Dog. For whatever reasons, they took the generic designation for a canine and turned it into a proper name: 

Dog. There is a certain irony in my example. You know what you get if you spell dog backwards? 

Are there gods? Yes. The Romans had their gods. And the Greeks had their gods. These gods were honored with 

statues, shrines and handmade emblems of every sort and size. But a little g god is still an idol. And according to 

Psalm 115, idols have: 

• Mouths but cannot speak 

• Eyes but cannot see 

• Noses but cannot smell 

• Ears but cannot hear 

• Hands but cannot feel 

• Feet but cannot walk 

And adding insult to injury, the Psalmist states that those who worship such idols will 

become like them – lifeless and powerless. 

Most people today believe they are far too smart to bow down to an idol. But bow they do. 

Today’s gods are just as false as those idols. But the modern idols aren’t as easy to see. They 

are the gods of: 

• Pleasure 

• Money 

• Power 

• Prestige   

• Drugs 

• Sex, etc., etc. 

It is very evident that Man has a concept of deity. But how do we address Him? Most often we refer to Him 

generically, just like my wife’s family pet. We just capitalize the G and make that His name. Is He God? Yes! But 

the more we know of His proper names the more we know Him as a Person and/or Personality. And the more 

we know of Him, the easier it is to trust Him. And the more we trust Him the greater our joys in life! 

Names Have Meaning 
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Just a quick review of Scripture will show us names matter. Ephesians 3 tells us we have all been named by God! 

Notice: 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth derives its name… 

In Biblical times, it was always the responsibility of the father to name the child. It symbolized the relationship 

between the father and the child. The father was to be the guide, provider, teacher, and protector. The child 

lived in submission to the father. In our Father’s view, that hasn’t changed. Might be a good place to take a note! 

Keeping with that thought, Who named Jesus? It was God, Jesus’ Father. The Father sent His angel to tell Mary 

(Luke 1:31) what the Baby’s name would be. But He didn’t stop there. Culturally, Mary could not name the Child. 

So, in a dream, God the Father instructed Joseph concerning Jesus and His name (Matthew 1:20-21). Why do all 

that? The answers are many. But one reason was the connection between the Name and destiny: 

…to save His people from their sins. 

Did Jehovah name others? He did! Saul encountered God on the road to Damascus. His life was changed forever. 

And shortly thereafter, his name was also changed. We know him today as the Apostle Paul. That’s not all. Our 

Creator named Adam. Then Adam named Eve because it was his God-given responsibility to do so. Eve means 

mother of all the living (Genesis 3:20). 

God called a man named Abram. His name was changed to Abraham (Genesis 17:5). Abraham was to be the 

father of many nations. His wife’s name was Sarai. Her name meant princess. But we see in Genesis 17:15 that 

Sarai‘ was changed to Sarah, which means noblewoman. I’d say she got a promotion! 

It just wouldn’t be right to omit Jacob. His name change is one of the most dramatic. Jacob means supplanter or 

trickster. And this man lived up to his name! In Genesis 32:28 Jacob’s name was changed to Israel. He went from 

supplanter/trickster to God prevails. That’s a big change! 

His Names – Path To Life! 

Just those few examples show us Jehovah intends meaning in a name. And since He has named Himself, it would 

surely benefit us to unpack the meaning of His names! Each of our Father’s names reveals to us some aspect of 

Who He is. His names can tell us the things He desires to do on our behalf. Our Creator is not into random actions 

or communication. And you can rest assured that applies to His names. 

Our Father’s Self-revelation is very intentional. And that should bring the ever-present Why? question to our 

minds. He reveals names to us that will help us love Him (Greatest Commandment), encourage our worship of 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/luk/1/31/s_974031
https://www.blueletterbible.org/esv/mat/1/20-21/s_930020
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Him, and cause our faith and trust in Him to grow stronger. And the reason for that is that we might have life 

and have it more abundantly. 

You may already know Him as Jehovah Jireh 

– the God Who Provides. If you don’t know 

Him that way, you may need to meet Him 

personally. For that, we know Him as Savior, 

the God Who Forgives, and the One Who is 

the Lover of our souls.  

Like many, you may only think of Him as 'out 

there' somewhere. And if that's true, then you 

may have a sense of being alone and 

insignificant in a vast universe. The picture 

helps make the point. There's good news! 

God does not intend for us to live that way. 

Answers can be found in His names. Let's keep 

going! 

 

For more topics – check out the blog! 

 

 

https://keithburnett.org/blog/
https://keithburnett.org/blog/
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Chapter Two 

God’s Forever Name  
 

What’s In A Name?  

William Shakespeare used that question. Why? Names can communicate powerfully. We 

use names like Dad, Mom, or Pastor. They impart a great deal of information. For most of 

us, the info is good. What about names like: 

• Alexander the Great 

• Vlad the Impaler 

• Ivan the Terrible 

• Jack the Ripper 

These names also communicate! So when the Creator of the Universe chose to reveal His proper name, what 

was it? What did He mean to communicate to us? That You Are Here line above is just an inkling. How does His 

name impact the way I live? 

Most Common & Most Important Name 

In the Old Testament, we see this name for God written as LORD (all caps). Our understanding of the English 

word Lord doesn’t really communicate what our LORD intended. Why and how did this happen? 

The Hebrew rendering of God’s name was done with four letters: YHWH. The Hebrews didn’t write the vowels. 

This is where we get the name Yahweh. But this points us to a lesson and a loss! 

The lesson is this: the Jews were so afraid of using God’s proper name and possibly using it in vain (see 10 

Commandments!) that they never pronounced it. If a scribe had to write the name, he took a bath before doing 

so and used a new quill to write it. That quill was then destroyed because it had written the name of God. 

That kind of reverence for the name of God is a lesson many of us need to learn. We should all work to stay as 

far away from disobedience as possible. Today, it’s quite the opposite. Too many Christians try to see how close 

they can get to disobedience without actually sinning. 
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But we should also note the term YHWH occurs over 6,800 times in the Old Testament. As I said earlier, our 

Father doesn’t intend to be known as a generic God. And by comparison, the simple Hebrew word for God is 

Elohim. That term is used over 2,500 times in the Old Testament. That fact alone shows us our Father’s intent in 

revealing His name to us. And if those who know His name trust in Him (Psalm 9:10), then it behooves us to 

study all the names by which He has revealed Himself. 

Here is the loss: we don’t know for sure how God’s revealed name was pronounced. The Jews substituted Adonai 

for God’s proper name. Adonai means Lord. So in order to distinguish the generic use of the word lord from the 

proper name of God, when God’s proper name is in view it is rendered LORD. From these historic practices we 

get the name Jehovah or Yehovah. We may have lost the proper pronunciation, but the meaning is still clear. 

So what lies behind this name? 

Jehovah Speaks With Clarity 

Answers lie in Exodus 3. God commanded Moses to bring His people out of their Egyptian captivity. Moses 

wanted to be able to tell the Hebrews Who sent him to lead them out. God’s reply was: 

I AM WHO I AM 

That’s the name revealed to Moses and to us. But God continued to speak. Next, God told Moses to say: I AM 

has sent me to you. And He didn’t stop there! He added: 

The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has 

appeared to me, saying, ‘I am indeed concerned about you and what has been done to 

you in Egypt…’ 

In the last statement, LORD is Yahweh. Now, we may no 

longer know how to pronounce it, but we have a clear 

understanding of what it means. God, not Moses, equates I 

AM with Yahweh. In verse 14, I AM has sent you… In verse 15, 

The LORD (Yahweh) has sent you… Further, this is God’s 

forever name, His proper name! 

God's Progressive Revelation  

Yahweh was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But Exodus 6:2 tells us He had never fully revealed Himself 

to them as He did to Moses. The earlier believers knew God at a certain level. I AM WHO I AM revealed His 
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name to Moses and Moses trusted Him for the awesome events that would follow in Egypt. I pray this e-book 

will help you get better acquainted with I AM WHO I AM so you can trust Him more! 

I apologize if this sounds too much like a theology class. It is a necessary foundation for further understanding. 

The next chapter will deal with the implications and applications of God’s revealed name. So, let’s move on! 

 

This Equipping For Life resource is made possible by the many Helping Hands at Keith Burnett Ministries. Helping 

Hands joined together can accomplish much! Please see our Ministry Information page for your opportunity to 

join in (link is here and in the graphic). Now, back to our study!    
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Chapter Three 

His Name: What MUST I Know? 
 

Look out for that first step! It’s a long one! As humorous, 

or dangerous as that may be, it applies to this study of 

God’s forever-name. Maybe I can help you connect 

another way. Have you ever wanted to know a secret to 

something? It may have been one of those life keys we 

hear about from time to time. You’ve heard them or 

seen them as book titles like: 

• The Key to Happiness  

• Three Keys to Success 

• The Key to a Happy Marriage 

• Five Keys to Raising Children 

Got the picture? Now, when you learned the secret key 

to your desired success, did the simplicity of it disappoint you? That’s a question as well as a warning. Don’t 

equate simplicity with a lack of value. Simple is often profound! 

I AM Has Made It Perfectly Clear 

Our first step of understanding is dangerous because it is simple and easy to overlook. If we miss it, we do so at 

our own peril. Our Father has made a simple, profound truth perfectly clear: 

He Is! 

He told us Who He is with three letters, I AM. I used four, but they were His words. What He said in Exodus 3 is 

essentially repeated in the New Testament. See it in Hebrews 11:6 – 

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

See it? We must believe that HE IS. That seems so simple, yet it contains a subtle difficulty. The difficulty is easier 

to see in the following example. 
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A Practical Example 

Like most high school students, I had to learn the periodic 

table. One element in that table is Potassium. It is 

represented by the letter K. See, I remember! I learned K 

exists. Does that change how I live? Most of the time, it 

wouldn’t matter. But every once in a while, someone 

needs a food rich in potassium. 

A great example is mission volunteers working in the 

jungles of Belize. We have been blessed to work there over 

the past several years. But it was on the first mission we 

were reminded of something very important. Our bodies 

need potassium. The heat and humidity of the jungle can make us painfully aware of that fact!  

So, how did we get our needed potassium? We buy fresh bananas every day, lots of them! How does this all 

connect? 

If I work in hot areas and experience fatigue and muscle cramps, 

I am going to remember that K exists. Since I know K exists, I 

should also know it can help my physical needs. The question is, 

does my knowledge of K’s existence change anything I do? Do I: 

• Eat the banana containing potassium? 

• Consume a mineral supplement? 

• Drink something like Gatorade containing 

potassium? 

What I do, or don’t do, with my knowledge shows whether or not I believe K exists. 

If I AM exists, and He does, why are so many church pews full of people who live as if He doesn’t? They say they 

believe I AM exists, but what do their actions and choices show? May I say they treat I AM like they treat K? 

Once, in school, they learned K is an element. After that, believing K exists made little difference in everyday life. 

And similarly, every time someone asks, Does God exist?, they respond with an enthusiastic, Yes! Then they get 

back to the things that really matter to them. Will that kind of 'belief' will stand up in the judgment? 
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The Most Important Truth 
Within God’s forever-name (Yahweh = I AM) is the first and most important truth about our Father: He exists. 

For those willing to stop pursuing their own glory and self-gratification long enough to see this simple truth, it 

will make all the difference in this world and the next! Don’t think so? Let’s explore that statement and see what 

we learn. See you in the next chapter! 
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Chapter Four 

His Name: An Eternal Truth 
 

This e-resource is addressing an essential truth. Our mission is to grasp what we must know. What is it that 

Yahweh is communicating to us in such simple yet profound terms? Knowledge of His name forces us to connect 

with two E words: Essential & Eternal. We’ve examined some of the essential things. This chapter connects us 

to the eternal. Think you already have that down or that it’s too obvious? Think again! 

The Eternal Perspective 

I want to take you to an unlikely place to help 

us gain an eternal perspective. Why? Because 

perspective matters! The Optical Illusion 

Factory vividly makes the point. 

And just so you know, an eternal perspective 

holds some very practical, day-to-day 

applications of the knowledge we are gaining! 

And we will soon get to those. For now, notice 

what the prophet Zechariah wrote: 

On that day Yahweh will become 

King over all the earth — Yahweh 

alone, and His name alone. 

This last chapter of Zechariah contains many things to discuss and points to ponder. Our focus is this one 

statement. What do you see? The name God revealed to Moses, Yahweh, will become King over the entire earth. 

From later Scriptures we can connect this to the 1,000-year reign of Christ. But also notice the next phrase: 

…Yahweh alone, and His name alone. 

Time and human history is moving from a point in which the name Yahweh was revealed to Man. But simple 

revelation is not sufficient. A time is coming when His name is the eternal focus. Why? A brief list of some things 

contained in His name will guide us: 
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• Power – Zechariah 14:4 – He will split the mountain 

• Light – Zechariah 14:6 – God Himself is the Light of Heaven 

• Life – Zechariah 14:8 – Living Water flows from His throne (also John 8:12) 

• Knowledge – Zechariah 14:7 – A day known only to Yahweh  

• Safety - Zechariah 14:11 - The people will live in safety. Proverbs already tells us the 

name of the Lord is a strong tower - the righteous run into it and they are saved.  

These and many others are reasons enough to pursue knowledge of His name. His name contains all we will ever 

need, including eternity! Where is eternity in the Scriptures above? 

Let’s start at the top with power. Genesis 1:1 tells us God existed when the beginning began. Further, John 1:1 

says the Word (Jesus) was in the beginning with God and then we see that nothing that was created was created 

without Him. So, the power to create all that has come into existence rested in Jesus Christ (God the Son). His 

power is limitless and eternal. 

Psalm 104 tells us God wraps Himself with light, 

like a garment. The light of His glory is eternal. And 

Scripture will also tell us that no light is necessary 

in heaven for HE IS the light of that eternal city. 

And these are just two examples of literal light. 

We also see light used as a metaphor! It is 

consistently used to represent Truth. Conversely, 

darkness is used to represent sinfulness. Isaiah 9:2 

uses these terms as part of the prophecy of the 

long-awaited Savior and Messiah:  

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light... 

We could do that kind of exercise with each item listed. But let me add one more just for good measure. Jehovah 

loved the world so much that He gave His only Son so that whoever believes in Him could have eternal life. That 

truth is preserved for us in John 3:16. HE IS life and He gives His eternal life to all who will believe and repent of 

their sins. And that fact is the huge implication of I AM. 

I AM had no beginning, but I had a starting point in my life. I AM is uncreated and the Creator of all things. But l 

am a created being. In essence, I am less than He is. Further, He is holy and I am not. And that short, simple list 

of truths demands one to confront a question: 
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Since I AM exists, what is my relationship and/or responsibility to Him? 

Exploring His name is very revealing! And that is His intention. Does He want to make us uneasy and fearful? Not 

at all. It’s quite the opposite. His intention is our joy and peace! But one could be left with fear and uneasiness 

if they fail to keep exploring the Self-revelations of I AM. So our mission here is to explore, learn, and arrive at 

the joy and peace He intends. And it's easy to know His intentions... 

 

Before moving on, let's add one more note concerning light. The Apostle John wrote of Jesus: The Light shines in 

the darkness and the darkness did not comprehend it- John 1:5. People in sin (darkness) don't comprehend the Light 

(God). And if God's intent is for Man to have abundant life, how will Man comprehend God and His goodness? 

God must reveal Himself to Man. The Greater reveals to the lesser. That revelation happens in many ways. And 

one of them is the wonderful, informative list of names by which we can know Him. And since repetition is such 

a great teacher: The more we can know Him the more we can trust Him. And that is the Divine goal in God's Self-

revelation.  

 



God, By Any O er Name 

 

God, By Any Other Name 

 

Chapter Five 

The Cost Of Intimacy 
 

Intimacy does have a cost, right? Even human wisdom discerns this. You may remember these famous lyrics by 

The Beatles: 

Can’t buy me love, can’t buy me love… I don’t care too much for money, for money 

can’t buy me love. 

We understand the lyric. Love cannot be 

bought. However, that does not mean love 

is without cost. We sacrifice a great deal for 

those we love. Every good parent knows 

this. And so do those teachers who impacted 

our lives. Their labors of love are deeply 

etched into our memories. And what is true 

of love is also true of worship. Why? Worship 

is the expression of an intimate, loving 

relationship. It is the highest calling given to 

Man. We know it as the Greatest 

Commandment:  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart...  

Let's look at that! 

The Intimate Nature of Worship 

Worship is a revelation-and-response relationship. Our Savior reveals and we respond. In this intimate time, He 

receives our worship and gives of Himself into our lives. Nothing substitutes for time at Jesus’ feet. Corporate 

worship is important. But the greatest indicator of meaningful corporate worship is the depth of private, 

individual worship experienced by those present. 
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The greatest worship leaders, musicians, praise teams and/or choirs cannot bring worship. Worship is an act of 

the heart. It’s characterized by love, affection, adoration, devotion and obedience. What the Beatles said about 

love is true for worship. The intimacy of worship can’t be bought, but it can be nurtured. And that will be costly. 

The Alabaster Box 

You know the story in Luke 7:37-50. Sermon and song have kept it in our thoughts. Look through it again, but 

don’t let your familiarity cause you to hurry through. God used this woman’s actions to communicate several 

things. We benefit by noticing! 

The woman came to Simon’s 

house to anoint God’s only 

Son. The cost to her was 

great. She spent a great sum 

on the perfume she poured 

out on Jesus. And she used it 

all! She didn’t hold anything 

back for herself. But there 

was more. Some of the cost of 

her worship was paid by 

enduring scorn and ridicule. 

Unfortunately, ridicule is 

often passed on to those 

whose worship is more 

passionate than our own. But 

that’s another discussion. So 

let me ask: Is sacrifice applied 

solely to worshipers? 

Jehovah, the only worthy Object of worship, sacrificed greatly in order to make our worship relationship 

possible. His cost was beyond our comprehension. Jesus (God the Son) came in obedience to the plan of God 

the Father. He left unimaginable splendor and grandeur to step out of heaven wearing a robe of human flesh. 

What words can we use to begin a description of His great sacrifice? Our minds cannot fathom the sacrifice. And 

if we could, our language would still fail us. But the attempt should make us ask two questions: 

• What does worship cost you?   

• What should it cost you? 
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Intimacy Has A Cost 

Any intimate relationship requires both parties giving of themselves in order to make it work. We readily 

understand this in our own interpersonal relationships. 

So, does this idea apply to worship? And if it does, are we making a sufficient investment in our worship? 

Fortunately, Scripture addresses the subject! 

The idea of investing in worship was addressed by King David. He didn't say, Worship costs this much. But he did 

make a connection. His thoughts are preserved for us in I Chronicles 21, and repeated in II Samuel 24: 

I will not offer to the Lord a sacrifice which costs me nothing. 

Clearly, worship should have a personal investment. Scripture calls it a sacrifice. And David had no intention of 

giving an offering to God with someone else’s goods. That reminds me of politicians who are eager to be 

generous with our tax dollars! But David knew his sacrifice had to be his own. And this is just one example 

preserved for us in God's Word. We will soon come to an even greater example. 

Where does costly worship lead us? What is its outcome? The answer can be seen in Philippians 2. This is where 

the Apostle Paul revealed the point to which all human activity is moving: 

Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 

of God the Father.  

That is worship because Christ is rightly 

honored, but it is also subjection. 

Subjection is costly. Everyone who 

rejects the offer of a loving relationship 

with the living God is pictured in that 

statement. They will be forced to do 

what they would not willingly do. The 

possibility of a relationship with God 

will be forever lost. Those who willingly 

bow to Jesus, like our nameless woman, 

will gain the advantage of a relationship 

with the King of the universe. And that 

relationship is His idea! 
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Think about that for just a minute. Was it done because God needed more worship? No. That thought won’t 

withstand simple logic. God is complete in Himself and has no needs. Worship comes to Him by all creation. 

Observe Psalm 19:1-5 — 

Everything declares His glory by its existence, detail, immensity, intricacy, beauty, and so on. And by telling us 

to love Him, He points us to something marvelous. He has held nothing back in order to make our love 

relationship possible. We couldn't do it, so He did it for us. What is the amazing summary statement? We 

sacrifice in worship and God has sacrificed to make our worship-relationship possible!  

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork. Day 

unto day utters speech, and night unto night shows knowledge. There is no speech nor 

language where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world. In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun. 

Love Demands A Response 

Love is accepted or rejected. Both are responses. And a marriage proposal embodies that thought. Similarly, we 

respond to God's love. At Simon’s table, being anointed by a woman of questionable character is proof of God’s 

love for us. He loves YOU more than human words can express and more than our minds can comprehend. How 

do we respond to that? 

Some answers are provided in our passage. 

What costs are represented by the woman? 

First, she came to worship in the same way 

Jesus came to be worshipped. She held 

nothing back. She took no thought of the 

cost of the ointment she brought. He was 

worth her investment. 

The cost of her actions was snide comments 

and derisive looks. She was undeterred. 

Why? She was not focused on those people. 

Had she sought their approval, her actions 

would have been impacted by them. But she 

had a singular purpose and focus of 

devotion. 
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This woman held nothing back in pretense, dignity, or reputation. Jesus was most important to her. Before Him, 

and all the observers, she was undone; she was abandoned to Him. True worship looks like this! 

Worship is not a church program, a plan, a time on Sunday, or a performance. And worship is vastly more than 

a style of music. Worship is a heart-felt response to a Savior Who has revealed Himself to us. He abandoned all 

for the glory of His Father. And we can benefit from His actions. How? By abandoning ourselves to Him. That’s 

worship! 

Jesus met the deepest needs in the life of our nameless woman. In the eyes of others her life had been illspent 

if not wasted. She worshipped and found purpose. Purpose? Yes! 

Two thousand years have passed and God still uses her to teach us about worship. Step into the narrative; put 

yourself where she is. What could God do with you if you came to Him as she did? What could God do with a 

church comprised of people like her? If today’s Church was abandoned to our Savior: 

• Would our society look like it does? 

• Would Church budgets remain unmet? 

• Would any place of service go unled? 

• Would any mission team be short-handed? 

We find the answers in I Corinthians 2:9 — 

But as it is written: Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of 

man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him. 

That verse refers to an Old Testament passage: as it is written… And just to make sure we understand, the Holy 

Spirit inspired Paul to give us this thought all over again in Ephesians 3:19-20 – 

Now unto Him that is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works in us, unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

I AM has done incredibly amazing things. He has accomplished some of them through individual disciples who 

were abandoned to Him. We admire these remarkable servants. You can make your own list of Godly heroes. 

But my question is this: 

Where does our admiration lead us? 
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Do we see those servants, or read about them, and come away inspired or tired? The ‘right’ answer is to be 

inspired. We would all say that if asked. And to a certain degree it’s true. But there’s a darker reality. Too many 

believers are listening to a lie. It goes something like this: 

That could never be you! 

And they are tired of the guilt, doubt, and despair heaped on them by believing that lie. Lies are fought with 

truth. Renewing our minds (Romans 12:1-2) leads to renewed lives. And the truth to fight this lie is found in the 

preceding verse from Ephesians. Notice that little phrase: …according to the power that works in us… See it? Let 

me emphasize: …the power that works in US. It doesn’t say: …power that works in them, him, her, or someone 

else I can never be! Those who are used mightily are those who are fully abandoned. 

Any of us can follow the example of the woman at Jesus’ feet. And when we do, eye has not seen, ears have not 

heard, and minds have not imagined what I AM can and will do through abandoned servants. The choice is yours. 

It really can be you because His power is made perfect in our weaknesses. (see 2 Corinthians 12:9) 

 

Find other challenging insights. Check out the Blog!  

  

https://keithburnett.org/blog/
https://keithburnett.org/blog/
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Chapter 6 

Is Your Problem Your Solution? 
 

What problem are you facing right now? There would be little if any need to equip people who never face 

problems or challenges! But have you ever entertained the idea that your problem might be the solution you 

are looking for? And you are wondering if that is even possible! The answer is in another revelation of God. He 

can and does make a way where we see no way. He is our Waymaker. 

Limited Sight 

Our problem with our problems is 

we have very limited sight and 

understanding. And I'm sure you 

know the classic example of 

describing an elephant if you were 

blindfolded, having never seen an 

elephant. Like the guys in the 

picture, your description would be 

centered around whatever part of 

the elephant you touched. Let's just 

say such a description would be less 

than comprehensive. 

The elephant example is meant to 

bring a smile. But it illustrates the 

reality of our limited sight and 

understanding. Let's take three easy 

examples to further explore the issue. The first is taken from the account of Jesus’ crucifixion. 

As Jesus was hanging on the cross, the people saw the problem. At least they thought they did. We know this by 

one of the comments that was made: 

If You are the Son of God, save Yourself. Come down off the 

cross! 
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That view sees the cross as the problem. But we do not see as God sees. Jesus proved He is the Son of God by 

staying on the cross, not getting off. You see, in God’s view, the cross wasn’t the problem. Jesus’ cross was God’s 

necessary solution for the real problem: the sins of short-sighted people. 

Limited Understanding 

Another example is in Exodus. The people followed God’s fiery cloud out into the desert. Three days in, they had 

no water. To them, that was a problem. They complained about it. They demanded a solution. Now, water was 

no problem for the One Who would make Himself known as the Living Water. 

The desert wasn’t the real problem. It only exposed the problem. The problem was a lack of understanding and 

faith. God brought them to the desert to show them He is Jehovah: 

• Jireh – the God Who Provides 

• Rapha – I Am Your Healer 

• Nissi – the LORD our Banner 

The desert was God’s solution to a problem much greater than water! 

The ‘O’ Word  

Obedience is not a word we like. 

It's part of that sinful nature 

living within us. When we see or 

hear a command, we sometimes 

want to do the exact opposite. 

You could say we are 

predisposed to disobedience. 

That would certainly be the case 

with the driver who didn't take 

kindly to park hours! However, 

obedience is something God 

requires. 

A dear friend of mine has shared his  own experience with problems and solutions. What was his problem? He 

found himself in a hospital bed and ‘out of commission’ for about a month. It’s easy to see that as a problem. 

Most of us would do the same thing. But being laid-up was actually his solution! Why? 
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There was a writing/teaching project he needed to do. He put it off. He thought he was too busy. That’s also an 

easy thing for pastors to believe. When was my friend obedient enough to get the project done? While he was 

down and couldn’t do anything else. God’s solution for the project was what most people saw as the problem.  

Now, let me ask you again: What problem are 

you facing? Pray for insight. The problem could 

well be the solution you desperately need! And 

Who but our divine Waymaker could make our 

problems the path to His solutions? 

My Confession 

Upcoming mission opportunities need staffing 

and funding. It’s just part of this ministry. And 

it often seems like a problem to me. So what I 

am sharing isn’t meant simply to apply to others. It’s something of an exercise of encouraging myself in the Lord.  

I need to be reminded that He sees what I do not. Ministry needs are shared often and I am always grateful for 

the prayers and what Helping Hands supply. Learn more in the EquipUs blog segment: Mission Moments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://keithburnett.org/donate
https://keithburnett.org/a-mission-moment/
http://keithburnett.org/blog/
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Chapter 7 

Hangout For Hurting Hearts 
 

Hurting hearts are real. And we have all had our 

hurts. So hurting is not unique to any individual. 

The question is: When your heart is hurting, 

where do you go to hangout? 

There are plenty of answers that will do nothing 

but increase the pain. And you might pick one of 

them if you don’t know that God has made it His 

business to mend hurting hearts. We know Him 

as our Comforter. Jesus read the words of Isaiah 

61:1-2 as a description of His own earthly 

ministry: 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 

Me, because the Lord has anointed 

me to bring good news to the 

afflicted; He has sent me to bind up 

the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to captives and freedom to 

prisoners; to proclaim the favorable 

year of the Lord… 

He binds up the brokenhearted. What can we learn from those who have shared their hurts with the Lord (and 

us)? Let’s hangout a minute in one of those places. 

Hurting Hearts: Cry Out 

A person who illustrates the entirety of the opening paragraph is King David. It seems he had more than his 

share of hurts. He brought some of it on himself. But no matter if his pain was deserved or undeserved, we can 

learn from what he did. Examining Psalm 61 provides rich insight into handling heartache. David opened his 

prayer with these words: 
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Hear my cry, O God; give heed to my prayer. 

It seems so simple. But the healing we need for the things that bring us pain will not be found in a substance, a 

binge, or a destructive relationship. Our Father is not only able to hear our cries, He wants us to bring them to 

Him. So we can and should follow David’s example and cry out to our Father. 

Jehovah loves us perfectly and He knows all things from beginning to end. He can respond to our cries and hurts 

in many ways. But one response we will never hear from Him is: 'Really? You/they did that?!?!' He knows. And 

He loves us anyway. That's one thing that makes His love so incredibly amazing. Just think about that.  

Hurting Hearts: Give Up Weakness 

The second thing David said is equally instructive: 

From the end of the earth I will call to You when my heart is faint; Lead me to the rock 

that is higher than I. 

David’s prayer provides hope for hurting 

hearts in at least two ways. First, David 

admitted he was faint. There is relief in 

admitting our condition to God. He isn’t 

surprised and we cannot offend Him by 

telling Him what He already knows. David 

knew what to do when he found himself 

weary or overwhelmed. 

Have you felt that way? What do you do 

when your strength is exhausted? David set 

the right example. He said, I will call to You… 

And second, David followed it up with a 

specific request: 

Lead me. 

You see, when we are exhausted we don’t make good decisions. But even at our best our thoughts are not God’s 

thoughts. So our prayer must be for our Father to lead us. His leadership will take us where we cannot arrive 

when we seek our own path by our own wisdom. 
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Hurting Hearts: Return Home 

This prayer of David stems from in incident in his life that was his own fault. It came in the aftermath of Absalom’s 

rebellion and death. What started all that trouble was David’s illicit relationship with Bathsheba. And David’s 

next statement gives the direction we need: 

For You have been a refuge for me, a tower of strength against the enemy. 

Had David been tempted? Yes. The 

tempter is behind many hurting 

hearts. It was no sin for David to be 

tempted, but he gave in. And that can 

cause all kinds of issues. But God 

grants us grace to return to Him! 

On the other hand, there is a man like 

Job. He did nothing wrong but 

suffered enormous calamity. In both 

cases, the enemy was the source of 

pain. And David remembered the 

Lord is the place of refuge. Jehovah is 

the strong, safe tower. He is the One 

Who defends against the schemes of 

the enemy. 

Hurting Hearts: Gain Perspective 

If we focus on the current state of affairs, we probably won’t see anything bigger than our difficult 

circumstances. David lifted up his eyes (his thoughts) and gained a necessary perspective: 

Let me dwell in Your tent forever, let me take refuge in the shelter of Your wings. 

The presence of the Lord cannot be fully experienced in this life. But it is promised to all who repent and believe. 

David remembered this. It puts our pain in perspective. We will gain the eternal solace and comfort of our 

Father’s presence. 

For all our hurts, past or future, I pray you will find hope and help in the prayer David shared with us.  
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Chapter 8 

If/Then 
 

Do you remember math classes? Some of us really enjoyed math. Others endured it. But did you ever think that 

something you learned in a math class would help you understand Scripture? Well, this is our opportunity to 

prove that lessons we learned in math class can assist us with spiritual insight. Specifically, we need to remember 

those If/Then statements that used to cause us so much frustration.  

If/Then statements are exercises 

in logic. Our culture seems to have 

lost touch with logic. So let me 

invite you back to those 

wonderful, logical exercises we 

learned in Jr. High algebra classes. 

Why? Well, it’s not about math. 

But it is about insight into the 

Author of logic and reason. 

God calls us to love Him with our 

entire being and that includes our 

minds. God can stand logical 

scrutiny. Furthermore, most of us 

need the discipline of exercising 

logical thought processes. This 

reminds me of something a 

seminary professor said often, All truth is God's truth.  

His intent was to make us think. If something is an absolute truth, then it comes from God because God is Truth. 

As Scripture says, He is not a man that He should lie. We can apply that thought to Scripture. All Scripture is true 

but truth exists outside of God's Scriptural record. Wherever we encounter objective, absolute truth we are 

encountering Jehovah. His Creation is one of meticulous details and order. So, let's move to a point of 

clarification... 
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IF/Then: Since 
The If/Then statement is a tool to prove a theory. Each of the following points could follow the word If. But, it's 

more correct if they follow the word Since. The reason should be evident. So here is a challenge in my Since/Then 

scenario… 

SINCE… 

• Jesus doesn’t just show the way, He is the Way 

• The Way doesn’t just know the Word of God, He is the Living Word of God 

• The Living Word doesn’t just know truth, He is the Truth 

• The Truth doesn’t just know sheep, He is the Good Shepherd 

• The Good Shepherd doesn’t just give living water, He is Living Water 

• Living Water doesn’t “do” resurrection, He is the Resurrection 

• The Resurrection doesn’t just know the end from the beginning, He is the Alpha & 

Omega, the Beginning and the End 

• The Alpha & Omega doesn’t just know the right gate, He is the Gate 

• The Gate doesn’t just give light, He is the Light of life and the Light of Heaven 

• The Light doesn’t just give bread, He is Living Bread, the Bread of Life 

• The Living Bread doesn’t just know about life, He is Life and the Author of Life 

• And the Life doesn’t just know about priestly matters, He is our Great High Priest 

• Our High Priest doesn’t just know about sacri ces, He is our Sacri ce 

• Our Sacri ce doesn’t just know about altars, He is the Altar 

• The Altar doesn’t just know about plants, He is the Vine and we are His branches 

• The Vine doesn’t just know about cattle, He is the Owner of the cattle on a thousand 

hills 

• The Owner doesn’t just know about building, He is the Preparer of my place in Heaven 

and has paved its streets with gold! 

THEN… 

• Why do I ask Him for what He has when He is all I need? 

• Why do I think an offering is primarily about bringing Him more livestock, land and gold? 

• I don’t have an offering, I am the offering! (Romans 12:1-2 – we are living sacrifices) 
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You see, when He truly gets me He gets all I have. Funny, that works in reverse. When we get Him, we get all He 

is! 

IF I Have Learned 

Whether or not a disciple has learned the Word of God is not measured by the number of accumulated facts. 

God measures learning by obedience. To do otherwise is to deceive one's self. One only needs to reference 

James 1:22 in order to gain God's perspective on the matter. I've included it for you:   

But be doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  

Let me put this in the framework of If/Then... If I have learned God's Word then I am obedient to it. The reverse 

of the statement also works... If I am disobedient to Scripture then I have not learned it. And the point is a very 

practical one. Jesus had more to say about money and earthly possessions than He did heaven and hell 

combined. 

Just that ratio should tell us He thought it was important. And then taking that next logical step, we should want 

to know WHY Jesus placed such an importance on earthly possessions. We find the key in His Sermon on the 

Mount - Matthew 5-7. 

Provision for life is important. God provided manna in the wilderness so the children of Israel would have food 

to eat. He also provided water from rocks. He knows our needs and is more than able to meet them. 

And that was a major point in Jesus' Sermon. Jesus contrasted God's care for birds and lilies with His care for His 

children. It's an argument from the lesser to the greater. Which is greater, the lily or His child? IF He cares so 

magnificently for birds and lilies THEN how much more will He care for you? 

Jesus' point in making this and other comparisons was to expose the futility of our worry over earthly things. 

The word we see as worry in our English translations means distraction. And IF there is a distraction THEN there 

was something more important that isn't getting the attention it requires. 

What is more important than the needs of daily life? Jesus' arguments lead to a statement in His Sermon that 

most of us can quote:  

But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be 

added unto you.  

May I restate that slightly? IF I seek Him and His Kingdom THEN He will completely take care of me. And let me 

state the reverse as well: IF I worry about providing for myself THEN I am distracted from the King and His 
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Kingdom. Jesus left us no wiggle room in His Sermon. We cannot serve two masters. Jesus Himself declared it 

impossible. And did you notice He didn't give a third option? There is only righteousness vs. worldliness, light vs. 

darkness, and God vs. Mammon (possessions).  

Then I Will Do... 

Jesus didn't leave His hearers alone to figure things out for themselves. That certainly helps people like me! If I 

understand that my primary focus in this life is the King and His Kingdom, then how do I turn that into everyday 

activity? Jesus' answer: 

Lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven where moth and rust do not corrupt and 

thieves do not break in and steal. 

Sounds great! How do I do that? The answer isn't complicated. We are to use our time, talents and treasures for 

Kingdom purposes. Two examples are contained in Scripture. 

We read of the farmer who was a fool. He looked on his great possessions and patted himself on the back and 

swore to build bigger barns so he could hoard more stuff. Jesus told us that God the Father called that man a 

fool. So please don't think that was my assessment.  

And then there is the example of the dishonest steward. We are not to imitate his dishonesty. But we are to see 

in his actions the greater use of earthly goods. So we invest in the Kingdom (lay up treasures) by using our 

possessions to advance the Gospel, support the Lord's Church, ministries like this one, missions, etc. The 

opportunities are there for us - if we are willing to trust and not worry. 

 

 

http://keithburnett.org/grow/
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A Rose By Any Other Name  
 

We may call Him Savior, Father, Jehovah Rapha, Good Shepherd, Deliverer, Yahweh, or I AM. These and many 

other names are how our Creator reveals Himself to us. He is Eternal God by whatever name brings His reality 

to our minds! 

And that brings me to a closing thought. When we know Jehovah Jireh as He desires to be known, we are blessed 

to enter into relationship with Him. We get to call Him: Father. And He begins His work in us to transform us into 

the image of His Son, Jesus. 

A name I haven’t mentioned is Rose of Sharon. This is one name for God the Son. And who can think about a 

rose without remembering its fragrance? You may be surprised to know our Father didn’t forget that connection 

in His Word: 

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through 

us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of 

Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; 

to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. 

Jesus was sent from the Father. And in turn, Jesus sent all who trust in Him and call Him Lord. His words: As the 

Father sent Me, so send I you (John 20:21). 

If these thoughts are put together, here’s what you get: 

The sent have a scent! 

Own your scent. Faithfully represent the One Who sent you. And allow others to know Him by the many names 

He has given us. 

Soli Deo Gloria!  

P.S. - I hope you have enjoyed this EquipUs resource. More than that, I pray it has enlightened or encouraged 

you in some way. And if you think learning a little about our Father's names is helpful. then I'd like to recommend 

you check out what He has to say about His Church. 
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Leave your preconceived ideas at the door and open yourself to an amazing, challenging journey into our 

Father's thoughts on this thing we know as Church. You'll find it in the EquipUs School. And please let that 

encourage you. After all, disciples are to study the Word and never get past our need to do so. 

The Essential Nature Of The Church was first used to teach pastors in our international training school. It has 

since been used in U.S. churches. The course material on the EquipUs site is one of those presentations in a local 

church. 

AND... as my thanks for taking a look at God, By Any Other Name I'd like to give you the opportunity to take part 

in the Essential Nature Of The Church at a 50% discount! That's a win/win. You'll gain some valuable insight and 

be a better equipped disciple. And the course costs will help us continue this ministry! 

All of the EquipUs resources are developed by this ministry and their ongoing use helps us support the ministry. 

The EquipUs link is here and on 

the EquipUs logo. The 50% off 

coupon code to use when 

registering is:  HALF-OFF 

EQUIPUS. 

There are a limited number of 

coupons and ALL of them 

expire the last day of June. Get 

your's now and enjoy the 

study. And by the way, I'd love 

to hear from you about that 

class!  

https://e-quipus.org/
https://e-quipus.org/
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